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to its strange and ridiculous origin—and endowed with an extraordinary
gift of sympathy, which enabled him to be ' all things to all men' without
cheapening himself. The recollections terminate with Lincoln's departure
to Washington in 1861, and his farewell address to his friends at Spring-
field is placed in its right perspective. An interesting chapter deals with
the Cooper Institute speech delivered at New York on 27 February I860,
to which Lincoln practically owed his nomination as Republican candidate.
Not the least merit of the book is its claim that justice should at last be
done to the memory of the devoted wife to whom her husband owed
much. W. B. W.

The Boston Athenaeum has just issued a volume entitled Confederate
Literature (1917) which gives a list of the books, Confederate and
State publications, newspapers and other periodicals, tracts, broadsides,
maps, music, and other matter printed in the South during the Confederacy
and contained in its collection. The list is prepared by Mr. Charles
N. Baxter and Mr. James N. Dearborn, and the volume has an intro-
duction by Mr. James Ford Rhodes. The Athenaeum collection was
made immediately after the ending of the war, at a time when Francis
Parkman was one of the members of the library committee. To his
energy in travelling at once in the South and purchasing much valuable
material that might otherwise have been lost the collection owes the
great value which it still possesses, though other similar collections have
since been made and though part of the material has been reprinted in
the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies. E. A. B.

Andrew Johnson, Military Governor of Tennessee, by Dr. Clifton R. Hall
(Princeton: University Press, 1916), is a study of Johnson's work from
March 1862 to March 1865 in helping to preserve Tennessee from Confeder-
ate conquest—a danger which was only dispelled in December 1864—and
in ' reconstructing' it on radically Federal lines. The work was done with
great courage and tenacity, and won Lincoln's approval. Personally,
however, Johnson was a fanatic, and Dr. Hall's judicious book gives
a candid sketch of this descendant of ' poor white' stock, to whom negro
wrongs were nothing and his own social resentments everything. ' Recon-
struction ' could hardly have been entrusted to a less generous mind.

G. B. H.

The Archdeacon of Northampton has issued a rimely reprint, entitled
On Convocation (London: Mowbray [1917]), of an important letter which
Bishop Stubbs addressed to Archbishop Benson in 1887, and then printed
for private circulation, on the subject of Joint Action of Convocations. It
was written as a memorandum on the possibility of the constitution of
a national synod of the church of England ; here we can only call attention
to the extremely precise analysis, arranged under six periods, of the differ-
ent ways in which the clergy have been convoked for different purposes.
The fullest materials are provided for the time between 1119 and 1532 (for
which, so far as the convocation of Canterbury is concerned, a more
detailed survey was given by the dean of Wells in the Church Quarterly
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Review for October 1915) and for the period of the Reformation. The pre-
cedents for partial co-operation of the two provinces are minutely dis-
tinguished ; but the bishop finds no example of ' complete joint session of
English convocations'. In dealing with the time of the struggle of York
against" the supremacy of Canterbury, claimed by Archbishop Lanfranc on
the basis of forged documents, the author's critical rigour is never at fault,
except perhaps where he asserts that credit was given to the forgeries not
only in England but also at Borne. 0.

Sir Thomas Erskine May's Treatise on the Law, Privileges, Proceeding*,
and Usage of Parliament holds so established a position as the standard
encyclopaedia of all that a member of either house need know about forms
and procedure, that no words of ours are required to welcome the twelfth
edition, which has appeared under the highly competent editorship of
Mr. T. Lonsdale Webster (London: Butterworth, 1917). The original
book was published so long ago as 1844, when we are told that with two
exceptions the procedure of the Long Parliament remained essentially
unaltered. Fifty years later, in the tenth edition, the book was subjected
to a great deal of revision and was in part recast by the late Sir Reginald
Falgrave. It is not surprising that the many changes in procedure and
in everyday matters, not to speak of vital constitutional changes, which
have been introduced in recent years, have made the present edition a very
different book from those before it. Mr. Webster has enjoyed the assis-
tance of expert advice from his colleagues on the staff of both houses of
parliament, and his book is complete, lucid, and entirely free from the
expression of personal opinion. But the very qualities which make it
•invaluable for practical use detract from its interest to the historical
student. We could not reconstruct from it the procedure of the house of
.commons even thirty years ago; that is not the author's or editors'
business. But there are constant quotations of old usages and precedents
to which the historian will gladly have recourse. A good deal of pains
has been taken to revise the account of parliamentary origins, which was
at first written on the lines of Blackstone and Sharon Turner, of Hallam
.and Sir Francis Palgrave. But the revision cannot be said to be sufficient;
even the fraudulent Ingulf has not been expelled, and the notable discovery
•of the writs for the first parliament of Edward I,1 which involved an.
important modification in the accepted view of the constitutional develop-
ment in that reign, are not mentioned. It would be well if this indispens-
able book were given a definite title : that which appears on the title-page
is changed on the half-title into Law and Usage of Parliament, while on the
tack of the volume we read Parliamentary Practice. P.

Mr. F. J. E. Woodbridge's little book, entitled The Purpose of History
(New York : Columbia University Press, 1916), consists of three lectures
delivered in the Columbia University, entitled respectively, ' From
History to Philosophy', ' The Pluralism of History', and ' The Con-
tinuity of History'. I t does not set forth any teleological views.

There is discoverable in history no purpose, if we mean by purpose some future
.event towards which the whole creation moves, and which past and present events

1 See ante, xxv. 231.
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